231.   INTERVIEW TO LONDON GENERAL PRESS

[Before November 30, 1931]1

If the Round Table Conference fails the effects on British
trade will be disastrous, for the boycott will increase. One would
think, therefore, it is to Britain's own interests to see that the Confe-
rence does not fail. I am even prepared to make reasonable sacri-
fices rather than that should happen. Of course the Round
Table Conference will be a partial failure should only part of
our demands be granted. It would be a failure to that extent.

Q,. Would you be content if only part were granted with a promise of a
fuller measure later on?

A. I should have to consider what was offered. It is not
likely that I can get all I want. But if what I get is such that I
can make much of it, then I might reconcile myself to it. I am
prepared to compromise if necessary.

I do not think that India should appeal to the League of
Nations. Not now. We are still negotiating. If the Round Table
Conference fails, then those who have no faith in the direct method
may place India's cause before the Tribunal of the League. But
I would not do so. I prefer the method of civil resistance because
it is the cleanest and the best method. The League of Nations is
not strong enough to deal with the question. India is a world in
itself. It is too big a bite even for the League.

Q. Do you agree with me, Mr. Gandhi, that you are the safety-catch on
the great machine of India, that you are the restraining influence on the wild
youth of the country, that it would be criminal folly to deport you from
India, for once you are gone, there will be revolt and rebellion ?

A. I agree with you. Such a thing would be the act of
a blind man who wilfully shuts his eyes to the state of affairs in
India, who fails to realize the extent to which this unrest, this
demand for swaraj has gripped the whole country. If I were
to be deported from India many evil things might happen, but I
feel that even in my absence my influence for peace will last;

1 The source does not mention the date. From the contents, however, it
would seem that the interview took place before the commencement of the last
session of the Round Table Conference on November 30.
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